FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: Jon McKnight, Director of Events
908.268.8368 or via email at jon@svra.com

SVRA ANNOUNCES GOLD MEDALLION CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

SOUTHLAKE, TX (March 11, 2013). The Sportscar Vintage Racing Association is pleased to announce
its latest initiative to provide competitors safe, fair, and fun racing. The SVRA Gold Medallion program is
designed to provide Vintage car owners with the recognition and distinction that their car is prepared to
an “as originally raced” reflecting the configuration of how the car would have competed when new. This
program is designed primarily for vehicles produced from 1940-1980.
Over the past 30 years several Vintage Racing organizations have published car preparation rules
designed to preserve Vintage race cars in an “as originally raced” condition. However, as time
progressed, most Vintage sanctioning bodies have approved modifications for a variety reasons (cost,
parts availability, safety, etc.).This has resulted in an ever-increasing number of cars competing that
utilize contemporary engine, chassis, and tire technologies. As one change is approved, another is
requested for the same reason. As a result we now see cars lapping 10 seconds a lap faster than “back
in the day” and a very mixed group of “authentic” vintage race cars throughout the United States. Cars
that are legal for one club, can’t run at the same track a week later
This has created some challenges for authentically prepared cars. The simple fact is that approved
modifications have made it next to impossible for an authentic car to be competitive at most vintage
races because the allowed modifications provide a significant performance advantage.
The SVRA Gold Medallion program will reward cars prepared to their “as originally raced” standard. We
also are committed to enforcing our existing rules in order to create a safe and competitive environment
for our racers but realize we can’t “put the genie back in the bottle” by taking away previously SVRA
approved modifications. We believe that the development and implementation of the Gold Medallion
program will incentivize competitors to prepare their cars so they can compete within a race group with
other authentically prepared cars.
The Gold Medallion program will have a rigorous set of car preparation rules. Cars will go through a
special certification inspection by the SVRA Technical team in order to qualify for this status. The car
must have period correct interior, body, weight, rims, engine, ride height, transmission, tires and brakes.
No modifications to any of these items will be allowed to qualify as a Gold Medallion vehicle. Engine
displacement will also be checked as part of this process
When a car has qualified as a SVRA Gold Medallion vehicle it will receive the following:

1.

SVRA gold medallion log

2.

SVRA Gold medallion decal to be placed on the windscreen of the car
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3.

SVRA Gold medallion certificate, with a signed copy of the certification documents.

4.

Placement in a unique Gold Medallion class within the SVRA standard race groups.

The cost for the Gold Medallion certification is $250.00. This is a onetime fee to cover the cost to
complete the inspection. A Gold Medallion application form must be filled out completely, a minimum of
two pictures included, and copies of any relevant specifications and/or car preparation data should be
sent to the SVRA Technical director, Roger Linton for review. Once this information is reviewed and
approved, an appointment can be made for the physical inspection/certification of the vehicle at an SVRA
race event. If a car is found not to be in compliance with the original specifications, the owner will have
one year to correct the non-compliant items and the vehicle will be re-inspected at no additional charge.

It is anticipated that Gold Medallion applications will be available by May 1, 2013, and that
inspection/certification appointments can be made starting at the July 11-14 Vintage Lighting Strikes
Thunderbolt event at New Jersey Motorsports Park. SVRA believes that the Gold Medallion status will
significantly increase the value of a vehicle while providing closer and safer competition at our events.

About SVRA The Sportscar Vintage Racing Association (SVRA) is the oldest and largest of the vintage
racing organizations in the United States. Originally called the Southeast Vintage Racing Association, the
organization was founded in 1981 by Ford Heacock III following the success of the Kendall Vintage
Grand Prix first held in 1976 as part of the annual 12 Hours of Sebring endurance race. From that
humble beginning, with an initial membership of approximately 25 drivers and supporters, the
organization has become the premier vintage racing organization in the United States with over 1,500
members. Over the years SVRA has conducted Vintage events at legendary race tracks throughout the
country including Road America, Watkins Glen International, Virginia International Raceway and the MidOhio Sports Car Course
For the 2013 season SVRA has embarked on an aggressive expansion program designed to bring the
sport of Vintage Racing to a new level of professionalism and prominence. Among key elements of this
program are; the acquisition of the West Coast Vintage organization, Historic Sportscar Racing–West
(HSR-West), the announcement of a set of simplified set of rules & enforcement procedures, and an
expansion of both its East and West Coast race schedules for 2013. Additionally, the emergence of
SVRA as Vintage Racing’s only national organization will give competitors an unrivaled opportunity to
experience events on both coasts, as well as the first ever United States Vintage Racing National
Championship at the Circuit of the Americas in Austin Texas, October 24 – 27, 2013.
Further information on SVRA can be found at www.svra.com , on Facebook, and YouTube.

